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hexagrams
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houses
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I Ching Chapter 9



I recently came across a table of  sixty-four 
hexagrams from which one is supposed to be 
able to work out a method of  changing ones 
circumstances. I feel it tends rather to confuse 
than generally clarify the issue, but that is only my 
own personal view. Some readers may very well 
find it of  assistance for the purpose of  divination           
or guidance.



In any case I feel it would be a pity not to include this 
because it does undoubtedly make interesting study. In any case 
I feel it would  be a pity not to include this because it does 
undoubtedly make interesting study. This link-up is explained 
as the chapter progresses. Diagram 21 contains thirteen 
vertical column’s in which the  hexagrams in the first and last 
column are identical in each row, whilst those in the central 
i.e. the seventh) are the exact opposite of these in  pattern. 

In other words, after six mutations each hexagram has moved 
into its own opposite, and then after a futher six, making twelve 
mutations in all, it has returned to its original form; these 
changes being caused by single lines altering in a rising 
pattern from the lowest to the topmost. All the hexagrams are 
contained in this diagram, and appear in the first (and last) column 
when read vertically. They are in King Wens  number.either in pairs 
of Hexagrams, or in pairs according to their pattern, as will be 
explained later. Reading horizontally across the page, it will be 
noticed that the first row.       



hexagrams hexagram
hexagrams
sixty-two rows twelve columns

six



(i.e. those commencing with                      1 or                      2) each contain all the calendar 
                      and therefore are linked to the individual months of  the year. The remaining  
                             of  mutations may also have similar links. The                               could 
very probably have some association with the zodiac. The six mutations could well illustrate the week 
of         working days, the seventh being omitted because, as a day of  rest, all activity (i.e. change) 
ceases upon it. 



Because the sixth mutation 
contains the exact yang/yin 
opposite pattern of each 
hexagram in the first column, 
this indicates changes wrought 
by the passage of time (as 
already illustrated by 
pre-heaven, Shao Yungs sequence 
and the calendar hexagrams)In 
other words, by being read 
horizontally across the page, 
the hexagrams indicate time; 
where’s when read 
vertically they indicate space, 
because each column is set out 
in King Wens later-heaven 
sequence. Each row represents a 
particular cycle so that, when 
read horizontally from left to 
right reveals how situation is 
likely to develop within that 
cycle. Conversely, when read 
from right to left, itindicates 
the seed which caused the
present circumstances to have 
arisen * The mutations of these 
cyclic hexagrams, as with any 
other hexagrams, can be 
adjusted or disrupted by Fate, 
and also to a limited degree by 
Man himself. Therefore, if you 
wish to make a change in your 
within a particular cycle, this 
chart will give general guidance 
on how this may be attained. 
For, by selecting the hexagram 
which most nearly corresponds to 
your present circumstances. 

Then finding the one which 
relates to that state which you 
wish to achieve, you can work 
out the necessary circumstances, 
mutations which have to be made, 
and then read the line text of 
the I Ching for the directive 
to be followed. The same, of 
course, could apply to a change 
you might wish to make outside a 
particular cycle, but this would 
present an enormous and 
complicated task for you would 
have to move from one row to 
another, note the line position 
where change is or is not to be 
made, and at the same time 
ascertain whether this refers 
to a person, to a situation or 
other relative factors. Remember 
that the entire hexagrams must 
be taken into account to 
calculate the correctness of 
place and the separate lines to 
indicate time. It is easy enough 
to see the pattern the 
hexagrams have woven after the 
event has taken place because 
you can then look back and trace 
all the mutations; but on the 
other hand it is easier before 
the event to contact the 
unconscious by means of 
divination, selecting the 
correct hexagrams and moving 
lines,thus guiding yourself in 
the wisest direction. 



Underneath diagram 13 is a table of 
non-reversible hexagrams which are 
1,2,27,28,29,30,61 and 62 which in 

diagram 21 are above one another in 
numerical pairs in the first column, 
i.e.  1 is above 2; 27 above 28; 29 
above 30; 61 above 62. They become 

inverted in the sixth mutation 
because they are yang/yin 

opposites line by line (which is 
seldom the case with King Wens 

pairs), for example:

7th column (Sixth mutation) 

2
   }
1

28
    }
27

30
    }
29 

  

This applies to the following 
hexagrams (linked together in pairs 
numerically) as well, which, though 

not reversible like the above eight, 
also have opposite yang/yin patterns 

as follows: 

 1st column 

11
     }
12

17
     } 
18

53
     } 
54

63
     }
64 

7th Column (sixth mutation) 

12
     }
11

18
     }
17

54
     }
53

64
     }
65

1st Column               

1 
    } 
2 

27
    }
28

29
    }
30 



Included in the above-mentioned 
hexagrams are the doubled-trigram 

hexagrams of 1,2,29 and 30 which concern 
the forces of yang and yin and the Inner 
States of Change respectively. However, 

the remaining doubled-trigram hexagrams, 
51,52,57 and 58 which contain the Outer 
States of Change trigrams, mutate in a 

different fashion, because their yang/yin 
pattern changes when reversed, thus: 

1st Column

51
     } 
57

52
     } 
58

7th Column (sixth mutation) 

57
     }
51

58
     }
52

The from blocks of four 
opposites, that is, a pair of 

pairs instead of just one pair. 
In fact all the remaining 

hexagrams in diagram 16 also 
mutate in these sets of four

, for example:
King Wen

(Later-haven) 

Shao Yung (Pre-heaven)

hexagram 3}4  mutates into hexagram 50}49; and 50}49 into 3}4

5}6 35}36;       35}36        
5}6



Because the sixth mutation 
contains the exact opposite 
pattern of each 
in the first column, this 
indicates changes wrought by the 
passage of time (as already 
illustrated by Shao Yungs 
sequence and the calendar 

hexagram
hexagrams)

In other words, by being read 
across the page, the 
indicate time; where’s when read 
vertically they indicate space, 
because each column is set out 
in King Wens sequence.

hexagrams
l a t e r - h e a v e n

Each row represents a particular 
cycle so that, when read 
from left to right, it reveals 
how a situation is likely to 
develop within that  
Conversely, when read from right 
to left, it indicates the seed 
which caused the present 
circumstances to have arisen.

cycle.
hexagram,



h o r i z o n t a l l ycycle.
The mutations of these cyclic 
as with any other, 
can be adjusted or disrupted by 
Fate,and also to a limited 
degree by Man himself. 
Therefore,if you wish to make 
a change in your circumstances 
(see p. 73), within a particular 
this chart will give 
general guidance on how this may 
be attained. 

cycle
For, by selecting the 
which most nearly corresponds 
to your present circumstances, 
and then finding the one which 
relates to that state which you 
wish to achieve, you can work 
out the necessary mutations 
which have to be made, and then 
read the line text of the for 
the directive to be followed.

hexagram
 IChing



The same, of course, could 
apply to a change you might wish 
to make outside a particular, 
but this would present an 
enormous and complicated task 
for you would have to move from 
one row to another, note the 
line position where change is 
or is not to be made, and at the 
same time ascertain whether this 
refers to a person, to a 
situation or other 

Remember that the entire 
must be taken into account to 
calculate the correctness of 
place and the separate lines to 
indicate time (se p. 89).

It is easy enough to see the 
pattern the  have woven after 
the event has taken place 
because you can then look back 
and trace all the mutations; but 
on the other hand it is easier 
before the event to contact the 
unconscious by means of 
divination, selecting the 
correct and moving lines, thus 
guiding yourself in the wisest 
direction.

hexagrams 
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 hexagrams



According to the original meaning, the attributes [sublimity, 
potentiality of success, power to further, perseverance] are paired. 
When an individual draws this oracle, it means that success will come 
to him from the primal depths of the universe and that everything 
depends upon his seeking his happiness and that of others in one way 
only, that is, by perseverance in what is right. The specific 
meanings of the four attributes became the subject of speculation at 
an early date. 

The Chinese word here 
rendered by “sublime” means 
literally x “head,” “origin,” 
“great.” This is why 
Confucius says in 
explaing it: 

“Great indeed is the 
generating power of the 
Creative; all beings owe their 
beginning to it. This power 
permeates all heaven.” 

For this attribute inheres in 
the other three as well. The 
beginning of all things lies 
still in the beyond in the 
form of ideas that have yet to 
become real. But the creative 
furthermore has power to lend 
form to these archetypes 
of ideas. 



Sublime

Great
Origin



House 1, the creative 
God battles and struggles in the Creative. 

House 2, the Abysmal
God toils in the Abysmal. 

House 3, the Keeping Still
God completes the work of the year and brings all the living 
things to perfection in the Keeping Still.

House 4, the Arousing 
God comes forth to his producing work in the 
Arousing, and reveals himself in Thunder. House 5, the Gentle

God brings his processes into full and 
equal action and completes them in the 
Gentle. Houses 6, the Clinging 

Gods processes are manifested to one another in the Clinging, which causes 

creatures to perceive each other. 

House 7, the Receptive 
God causes things to serve one another in the Receptive 
which is where the greatest service is done for God. 

House 8, the Joyous 
God rejoices in the Joyous. 

In relation to cosmic unfolding, the meaning of each of the houses is given by the I Ching, as follows: 



Applies to the human world, these attributes 
show the great man the way to notable success: 
The six steps are the six different positions given 
in the hexagram, which are represented later by 
the dragon symbol.

06



Because he sees with great 
clarity and cause and effects, 
he completes the six steps at 
the right time and mounts 
toward heaven on them at 
the right time, as though on 
six dragons.” 

“







The clouds pass and the rain 
does its work, and all 
individual beings flow into 
their forms.” 

This is indicated in the word 
success, and the process is 
represented by an image 
from nature: 

 “



The act of creation having 
found expression in the two 
attributes sublimity and 
success, the work of 
conservation is shown to be a 
continuous actualization and 
differentiation of form. This 
is expressed in the two terms 
“furthering” (literally, 
“creating that which accords 
with the nature of a given 
being”) and “persevering” 
(literally, “correct and firm”).
 Here it is shown that the way 

to success lies in apprehending 
and giving actuality to the way 
of the universe [Tao], which, 
as a law running through end 
and beginning, brings about all 
phenomena in time. Thus each 
step attained forthwith becomes 
a preparation for the next. 
Time is no longer a hindrance 
but the means of making actual 
what is potential. 



The course of  the Creative alters and shapes beings 
until each attains its true, specific nature, then it keeps them in 
conformity with the Great Harmony. Thus does it show itself  to 
further through perseverance.“ “
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